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SWAN AND CANNING RIVERS — OXYGEN LEVELS 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [12.06 pm]: I would like to take this 
opportunity to update the house on the Liberal–National government’s ongoing commitment to improve water 
quality in the Canning River. As members are aware, the government began its oxygenation program on the 
Canning River in 1998 in response to severe algal blooms. Because of the program’s success, the  
Liberal–National government invested $2.4 million to build a third oxygenation plant on the Canning River and 
to upgrade the two existing plants in the area to help secure the river’s long-term future. Construction began last 
year and I am pleased to inform the house today that the third oxygenation plant is now complete and 
operational. The new facility will extend oxygen relief above the Kent Street Weir by approximately 
4.5 kilometres—an extra 2.2 kilometres during times of oxygen stress. The third plant is an exciting extension to 
the government’s oxygenation program, which also includes two plants on the Swan River. These plants provide 
oxygen relief to a 10-kilometre stretch from Guildford Road Bridge to Middle Swan Bridge. Without this 
oxygenation program, the upper reaches of the Swan and Canning Rivers would suffer low oxygen conditions 
for extended periods, making it a hostile environment for aquatic life. In times of need, our oxygenation program 
is providing improved habitat conditions for fish and other aquatic fauna. The oxygenation program is part of 
a catchment-to-coast approach to protect and improve the health of the Swan and Canning Rivers. The state 
government has a strong record of investing in this sphere. Along with the oxygenation program, we are 
delivering targeted strategic and on-ground actions within the catchments to reduce nutrients flowing into the 
river system and the occurrence of algal blooms. Some of these initiatives include limiting the phosphorus 
content in domestic-use fertilisers, working with farmers to improve fertiliser efficiency, implementing 
behavioural change programs, funding subregional groups such as the South East Regional Centre for 
Urban Landcare, constructing nutrient stripping wetlands, and re-engineering drains to improve water entering 
the system. I can assure the house that the Liberal–National government is committed to improving the water 
quality and amenity of the Swan Canning Riverpark. 
 

 [1] 


	SWAN AND CANNING RIVERS — OXYGEN LEVELS
	Statement by Minister for Environment


